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Synopsis

The #1 New York Times bestselling memoir of U.S. Navy Seal Chris Kyle, and the source for Clint
EastwoodA¢a -a,¢s blockbuster movie which was nominated for six academy awards, including
best picture.From 1999 to 2009, U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the most career sniper Kills in
United States military history. His fellow American warriors, whom he protected with deadly
precision from rooftops and stealth positions during the Iraq War, called him A¢a -A“The
LegendA¢a -Ae; meanwhile, the enemy feared him so much they named him al-Shaitan

(A¢a —A“the devilA¢a -A+) and placed a bounty on his head. Kyle, who was tragically killed in
2013, writes honestly about the pain of warA¢a -4 «including the deaths of two close SEAL
teammatesA¢a -4 «and in moving first-person passages throughout, his wife, Taya, speaks openly
about the strains of war on their family, as well as on Chris. Gripping and unforgettable,

KyleA¢a -a,¢s masterful account of his extraordinary battlefield experiences ranks as one of the

great war memoirs of all time.
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Customer Reviews

Ag¢a -A“Chris Kyle tells his story with the same courage and grit he displayed in life and on the
battlefield. American Sniper is a compelling read.A¢a —A« (CLINT EASTWOOD)A¢a -A“An
amazingly detailed account of fighting in Irag--a humanizing, brave story thatA¢a -a,¢s extremely
readable.A¢a —A+ (PATRICIA CORNWELL, New York Times Book Review)A¢a —A“In the elite
community of warriors, one man has risen above our ranks and distinguished himself as unique.

Chris Kyle is that man. A master sniper, Chris has done and seen things that will be talked about for



generations to come.A¢a -A« (MARCUS LUTTRELL, author of Lone Survivor)A¢a —A“Chris Kyle
was incredible, the most celebrated war hero of our time, a true American hero in every sense of the
word.A¢a —A« (D Magazine)A¢a -A“The raw and unforgettable narrative of the making of our
countryAg¢a -4,¢s record-holding sniper, Chris KyleA¢a -4,¢s memoir is a powerful book, both in
terms of combat action and human drama. Chief Kyle is a true American warrior down to the bone,
the Carlos Hathcock of a new generation.A¢a —A« (CHARLES W. SASSER, Green Beret (US Army
Ret.) and author of One Shot, One Kill)A¢a -A“Reads like a first-person thriller narrated by a sniper.
The bare-bones facts are stunning. .... A first-rate military memoir.A¢a -A+ (BOOKLIST)#1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER (No Source)A¢a -A“American Sniper is the inside story of what

itAga —a,¢s like to be in war. A brave warrior and patriot, Chris Kyle writes frankly about the
missions, personal challenges, and hard choices that are part of daily life of an elite SEAL Sniper.
ItA¢a -4,¢s a classiclA¢a —Ae (RICHARD MARCINKO (USN, Ret.), First Commanding Officer of
SEAL Team Six and #1 bestselling author of Rogue Warrior)

The #1A A New York TimesA A bestselling memoir of U.S. Navy Seal Chris Kyle, and the source
for Clint EastwoodA¢a -a,¢s blockbuster movie which was nominated for six academy awards,
including best picture.From 1999 to 2009, U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the most career
sniper Kills in United States military history. His fellow American warriors, whom he protected with
deadly precision from rooftops and stealth positions during the Iraq War, called him A¢a -A“The
LegendA¢a -Ae; meanwhile, the enemy feared him so much they named

himA A al-ShaitanA A (A¢a -A“the devilA¢a —-A+) and placed a bounty on his head. Kyle, who was
tragically killed in 2013, writes honestly about the pain of warA¢a -4 «including the deaths of two
close SEAL teammatesA¢a -4 «and in moving first-person passages throughout, his wife, Taya,
speaks openly about the strains of war on their family, as well as on Chris. Gripping and
unforgettable, KyleA¢a —-4,¢s masterful account of his extraordinary battlefield experiences ranks

as one of the great war memoirs of all time.

When | first posted this review, there were roughly 3000 other reviews and many 1 and 2 star
reviews. Most of the low rated reviews were from folks posting negative comments that had not
even read the book. They were obviously against the war, didn’t like the military, etc. Some of these
comments are offensive, at least too me they were. | made a point to bring this to the attention of
potential buyers of Chris’s book so they wouldn’t let the low ratings affect their decision to read,

what | think is a very good story. | think this is important to point out and that’s why | am including it



here. The point here is to be helpful to others. So, with that said, I'd like to update this review a little
bit now that over 5000 folks have had the opportunity to read it and leave their reviews, which seem
to be a little more objective. | still disagree with others that claim this book is "poorly written". | think
Chris, with help of course, did a pretty darn good job describing his experiences. This book was
written by a Navy SEAL. Not Tom Clancy. This book is written in what | would call a sort of
"conversational style". In other words, he writes like he talks. He is telling you a story or collection of
them. | found his honesty refreshing. He makes no bones about the fact that he loves his job. He
wasnt the best father or husband at times. He doesnt like politics, etc. | liked his sense of humor (|
caught myself laughing out loud at times). | especially liked his discussion on his gear and weapons.
It's interesting to read about what sort of equipment someone needs to survive in that kind of
environment. He put things in his book that he was constantly asked about. Thats why they are
there. The book also has some decent maps and photographs. This is not a book for everyone. One
reviewer said the book was too "technical" and he couldnt follow it. Another said it was written by
someone in "grade school". You can see by those two comments how differently this book will be
viewed. This is a story of a man that goes to war, as he was trained to do. He had to make life and
death decisions almost everyday. It's easy to sit in a nice comfortable home, and second guess him
but the bottom line is that | am quite sure the men that served next to him were glad he was there.
So all | can say is if you are interested in the life of a Navy SEAL, grab it. If not, why would you
condsider it in the first place? Chris Kyle, rest in peace and God bless the men and woman who

serve, and have served, this country.

| had intended to read this book and see the film but was immediately moved to do so after listening
to an interview with the screenwriter on The Rich Roll podcast. The intro to the book states that it
was submitted for review to the military prior to publication in accordance with their standards and
that there was quite a bit that they didn’t like. What that tells you is that this is a pretty raw account
of serving as a dedicated Navy SEAL sniper. It is not an overly romanticized tale of a hero or a
legend as Chris Kyle has come to be known. He definitely expresses his 100% dedication to his
SEAL profession and in that regard is probably a Navy recruiters dream poster boy but he also
shares the toll that a decade of commitment took on him physically, emotionally and in regards to
his family. He really seems to have put it all out on the table. A great addition to the book are brief
submissions from his wife on how this life was affecting their relationship and children. Without her
contribution it would have been easy to view this story with a neat and clean arc of enthusiasm and

excitement to action to a slightly rough but ultimately successful re-entry to civilian life. Instead we



get a real sense of the fact that coming home entails much more than merely adjusting to indoor
plumbing and quiet nights. This is a very complete view into the challenges this type of commitment
ultimately entails for the individuals as well as their families.lt is heart breaking to discover what
ultimately claimed him after all that he and his family went thru. We can only hope that his story
serves to shine a bright light on the issues surrounding combat veterans and that we are all much
more conscious of the many sacrifices of the brave that serve us. | highly recommend his wife’s

book, American Wife, to get the full picture.RIP Chris Kyle and Chad Littlefield

As | write this review, Kyle’s story has made cinemagraphic history. According to some movie
reviewers, it is the most popular war film ever produced. Having seen the movie and read the book,
| concur that the movie accurately portrays the man and his mission. Possibly had Kyle lived to see
how his story worked out (his life was taken by a possibly-deranged former soldier even as he was
trying to help him overcome his mental problems), he would have just shrugged and said something
like "That’'s how it goes." The autobiography reveals an unassuming Texan who grew up with good
but simple values, was a rodeo rider for a time, and came from a family of hunters and
outdoorsmen. His style of writing (with the assistance of a ghost writer) reminds me of Gary
Cooper’s portrayal in film of Sgt. York in World War |. Both were crack shots and both saw the killing
of other men as necessary to saving the lives of America’s soldiers. Kyle describes his training in
the SEALs, and declares he was never the best shot in the outfit. Indeed, he makes clear all the
things that go into the making of a good sniper, much of it having to do with a knowledge of
maneuver, patience, and what might be called "the buddy system." His language will seem raw to
some, but life among foot-soldiers is harsh, hardening, and even requires a peculiar sense of
humor. As for Kyle’s devotion to his wife and family, it is stated simply and believably. That he
should die trying to save another soldier fits in with his values and beliefs. He is to the twenty-first

century what Sgt. York was to the twentieth.
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